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An album of 19th-century watercolors from India

in the Hunt Institute

K. M. Matthew, S.J., F.L.S., and James J. White

One of the very few acquisitions from In-
dia, perhaps the only one, made for her library
by Hunt Institute foundress Rachel Mc-
Masters Miller Hunt is an album of 68 wa-
tercolors of plants and 15 of zoological sub-
jects. The subjects most likely are from Tamil
Nadu (south India), executed under European
supervision, as the anglicized spelling of the
vernacular (Tamil) name suggests. The sheets
measure 51 X 34.5 cm. and are unsigned.

The subjects have been identified in the ac-
companying table. The word “kilai” or its
variant(s) that occurs on most paintings means
a “twig” or “branch.” Other similar terms are
explained under “Notes” in the following ta-
ble. Though it is easy enough to recognize
the plant depicted, the illustrations are more
idealized than natural. For instance, on acces-
sion number 876.13 (Mango), flowers and
mature fruits are shown on the same twig.
When there are two or more illustrations on
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the same sheet, the accession numbers have
been assigned a letter suffix. When either the
species or Tamil name is uncertain, question
marks have been supplied.
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Figure 1. Nelumbo nucifera Gaertner (accession 876.4).
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Figure 2.  Caesalpinia pulcherrima (Linnaeus) Swartz (accession 876.31).
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Figure 3. Hibiscus cannabinus Linnaeus (accession 876.46).



Matthew & White: Watercolors from India 143

Figure 4. Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Linnaeus (accession 876. 52).
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Figure 5. Naja naja (Linnacus), Indian Cobra (accession 876.73).
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Figure 6. Loris tardigradus (Linnacus), Slender Loris (accession 876.81).
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Matthew & White: Watercolors from India
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Matthew & White: Watercolors from India

Shembaganur, Kodaikanal—624 104, Tamil Nadu,

Tiruchirapalli-620 002, Tamil Nadu, India
The Anglade Institute of Natural History

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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