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Uncut and unopened copies

THE TERM “uncut copy” is frequently used in bibliographic descriptions of
books, and to the non-bibliographer its use may be confusing. It does not
refer to the cutting with the paper knife of the bolts, that is, of the folds
which connect the leaves at the outer margins. As long as these are uncut,
the book is properly referred to as “unopened.” The term “uncut” is
applied to a book whose edges have not been cut or trimmed by the binder,
thus making all leaves of uniform size. This is done with a trimmer, or
paper cutter, known also as a “guillotine.”

The term “untrimmed” might have been more descriptive than is
“uncut,” but the use of the latter is well established in bibliography. An-
other pointis that traces can often be found in books, otherwise untrimmed,
of a slight trimming of leaves which originally protruded exceptionally
far, or for reasons of preliminary sewing, where the top edge of the book
was made smooth. Nevertheless, since a majority of the leaves are untrim-
med, I designate these copies as uncut. The reconstruction of the original
sheet is essential for determination of its size, and the bibliographical
format.

Uncut copies are important to the analytical bibliographer because the
original sheet can be reconstructed by the irregularities left by the paper
knife and the complete watermark can be investigated.

Unopened copies can serve the same purpose, but no scientific value is
lost by opening the book, provided this is done so that the original folding
of the sheet can easily be recognized. On the other hand, unopened books
in pristine condition, as collector’s items, usually fetch much higher prices
than do opened ones.

Willem D. Margadant
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